
Page 1 
 

Metadata – Trade Intelligence & Analytics Portal 
Item 

No 

Concept name Details 

1 Contact   

1.1 Contact Organisation* Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India 

1.2 Compiling agency* Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, Department of Commerce, 

Ministry of Commerce & Industry  

1.3 Custodian agency* CBIC, Min of Finance 

1.4 Contact Details* Deepak Peeceeyen S, Deputy Director 

Email: dps.lbsr@gov.in, trade.analytics@commerce.gov.in  

2 Data Description and Presentation   

2.1 Data description* India’s Merchandise Trade (Export and Import) Statistics 

2.2 System of Classification* As per the recommendations of the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) and 

contained in the International Merchandise Trade Statistics Revision 2 (IMTS Rev.2): 

Compilers Manual 2010. It is compiled by applying the General Trade System (GTS) 

under which, recording takes place at the time when goods enter (import) or leave 

(export) the economic territory of the compiling country approximated by dates 

associated with the lodgment of the customs declaration, i.e., the time of recording of 

merchandise foreign trade in India. At present the exports are recorded at “Let Export 

Order” (LEO) and imports on the day when the goods arrive and consignments are 

cleared from Customs, i.e. at “Out of Charge” (OOC) stages, linked respectively with 

submission of Shipping Bills/Bills of Entry (Customs Declaration). The country of 

destination, as recorded by customs, is used as the partner for the purposes of export 

statistics while imports are, by and large, credited to the country of consignment. No 

information on the last known destination for exports and country of origin for imports is 

compiled. 
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2.3 International/ National Standards 

Classification/Codes, if followed* 

The HS Nomenclature of the World Customs Organization is followed for classification 

of the commodities. A detailed classification of the commodities at 8-digit level 

(augmenting the WCO 6-digit classification with 2 additional digits to meet the country 

specific requirements) has been prepared and adopted. Moreover, for compilation and 

reporting trade data in an efficient manner, ITCHS codes (Tariff Heads) of homogeneous 

nature have been taken together to constitute 168 Principal Commodity (PC) Groups. 

2.4 Sector coverage* Merchandise Trade 

2.5 Concepts and definitions* The TIA Portal does not disseminate or redefine trade data. All concepts and definitions 

are as prescribed by DGCIS as Trade data is sourced from DGCIS (as mentioned in 8.1). 

The portal obtains data from DGCIS through APIs and applies an analytics and 

visualisation layer solely for interpretive and analytical purposes. 

2.6 Unit of compilation Customs Tariff Classification provides standard unit of measurement for Quantity 

corresponding each 8-digit level item being traded. The quantity figures reported are net 

of packing. Exports are recorded on free on board (FOB) basis while imports are recorded 

cost, insurance & freight (CIF) basis. The average monthly exchange rate (Rs. per US$) as 

provided by the Reserve Bank of India is used to convert all trade data in US$. 

2.7 Population coverage - 

2.8 Reference Period* Published by DGCIS continually at Monthly and Annual interval. 

2.9 Duration and period of enumeration* Published by DGCIS throughout the Year at Monthly interval. 

2.1 Sample size/Dataset Size* - 

2.11 Data Confidentiality  Transaction level data (Shipping Bill/ Bill of Entry wise, Shipment/Consignment/Invoice 

wise, Daily Date wise) is not disseminated. 

Company/Firm/Vendor/Organization/IEC/Exporter/Importer wise data is also not 

disseminated. 

3 Institutional Mandate   

3.1 Legal acts and other agreements* The copyright of trade data is reserved by DGCIS Kolkata. No part of the data received by 

users except small portions for other than commercial purposes with appropriate 

acknowledgement to DGCIS, shall be reproduced or re-disseminated, without obtaining 

prior permission from Director General DGCIS Kolkata. 
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3.2 Data sharing/Data Dissemination  Data is disseminated as per data availability/ dissemination by DGCIS. As per DGCIS, 

Data is published at monthly Aggregated level only (export and import) – Commodity (8-

digit ITCHS and Principal Commodity Group), Country and Port level. DGCIS also 

disseminates ‘Export by State of Origin, District of Origin (since April, 2021)’ & 'Import 

by Country of Origin'(since April, 2021) data but with disclaimer. Foreign trade data is 

disseminated by DGCIS through “Foreign Trade Data Dissemination Portal” 

3.3 Release calendar* As per release calendar of DGCIS 

3.4 Frequency of dissemination* As per release calendar of DGCIS 

3.5 Data access* Access to all 

4 Quality Management   

4.1 Documentation on methodology* Secondary data received from DGCIS is used here and those are collated and presented 

with an additional analytical layer 

4.2 Quality documentation - 

4.3 Quality assurance - 

5 Accuracy and Reliability   

5.1 Sampling error No Sample survey is done 

5.2 Measures of reliability Not applicable 

6 Timeliness   

6.1 Timeliness* As per release calendar of DGCIS 

7 Coherence and Comparability   

7.1 Comparability – over time* Time-series trade data is available on the TIA Portal based on datasets disseminated by 

DGCIS. Comparability over time is governed by the classification, valuation, and coverage 

practices followed by DGCIS. The TIA Portal does not collate or modify datasets and 

therefore follows the same comparability policy as documented by DGCIS. 

7.2 Coherence As per DGCIS, changes in the ITC(HS) coding system, particularly in cases involving 

many-to-many code mappings, pose challenges for maintaining coherence and 

comparability over time. 

8 Data Processing   
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8.1 Source data type* Merchandise trade data compiled and disseminated by the DGCIS, obtained by the TIA 

Portal through APIs for analytical and visualisation purposes only 

8.2 Frequency of data collection* Monthly data obtained from DGCIS through APIs 

8.3 Mode and method of data collection The TIA Portal does not collect primary data. Data is obtained from DGCIS through APIs 

8.4 Data validation* Carried out by DGCIS 

8.5 Data compilation Carried out by DGCIS  

8.6 Data identifier(s)* Key identifiers include commodity codes (ITC-HS), partner country codes and other 

identifiers as used by DGCIS 

9 Metadata Update   

9.1 Metadata last posted - 

9.2 Metadata last update December 15, 2025 

 


